February 23, 2010
Principals and Academic Challenge coordinators,


I pray that you are having a blessed New Year and your ministries are thriving at your respective schools.  The time is really flying by; in fact, the Academic Challenge (and spring break) is only about one month away, which presents the purpose of this letter.  The purpose of this letter is to give you information on the Academic Challenge: an opportunity for all of us to join together in ministry and grant your students the opportunity to again display their academic and fine art talents.  Please permit me to review the format for the day.


The Academic Challenge will be held on Friday, March 26th at Northland Lutheran High School.  Remember that we decided to do this on a weekday to ensure that all of your fifth through eighth graders would be able to participate.  The day will consist of seven different events.  Six of those events are “active” events that will take place on that day.  Art (the only non-active event) should be completed by the students ahead of time.  The “active” events are Mathematics, Spelling, Geography, Music, Science, and Bible Bowl.  Science will again be an active event done at the Academic Challenge per your request.  More information on each of the events will follow shortly.  

· Each school can provide as many five-person teams as the school wishes.  Fifth and sixth graders can only be on a team with other fifth and sixth graders and seventh and eighth graders can only be on a team with seventh and eighth graders.  
· Any students that are not part of a five-person team can form a team of less than five.  
· Throughout the day each team will receive points from individual and team events.  
· Every person on each team must participate in the Bible Bowl and up to three other “active” events.  
· This means that three of the five teammates will be in the mathematics competition, three of the five will be in the spelling bee, three of the five will be in Music, three of the five will be in Geography, and three of the five will be in Science.  
· All five teammates are encouraged to submit an art project.
At the end of an event the team points will be accumulated and the teams will be ranked according to how many points were scored in the event.  The rankings will count toward the overall team champion.  The individual scores will be recorded in order to give out individual awards.  For example:  Justin, Katie, and Freddie are on Team A and scored 22, 21, and 25 points respectively.  Their team score is 68.  Aaron, Jacob, and Maya are on Team B and scored 28, 24, and 20 points respectively.  Their team score is 72.  Team B is in first place so they would be awarded 1 point toward the overall team trophy.  Team B would be awarded 2 points toward the overall team trophy since they were in second place.  Aaron would win the individual awards for this event because he earned the highest individual score.  At the end of the day the team with the fewest accumulated points wins.  Every team must participate in every event.
The schedule for the day is as follows:
8:50 – 8:55

Announcements

8:55 – 9:10

Opening Devotion




Math
Spelling
Geography
Music
Bible Bowl
Science

9:15 – 9:55

5-6
X 

All 

All
X

7-8

10:00 – 10:40

7-8
X

All

All
X

5-6
10:45 – 11:20

X
7-8

All

All
5-6

X
11:25 – 12:00

X
5-6

All

All
7-8

X
12:00 – 12:30

Lunch
12:30 – 1:00

Band Concert

1:05 – 1:30

Spelling Finals

1:30 – 1:55

Geography Finals
2:00 – 2:15

Awards Ceremony, Closing Prayer, Good bye
*Any student who has an open block from 9:15 – 12:20 should report to the cafeteria during that time block.
**Please note that we cut back on some of the activities so everyone could leave a little earlier.  Last year some schools needed to leave by 2:15, so this new schedule should give everyone a chance to be present through the awards ceremony.

ACTIVE EVENTS:

Mathematics – Individuals will compete in a 23-minute test covering arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and problem solving skills.  Each team will then compete in a 12-minute team test where the team collectively solves eight word problems.  Fifth and sixth grade students will have different tests than the seventh and eighth graders.  Individual champions (one for 5th and 6th and one for 7th and 8th) receive a $100 scholarship to Northland.  The judges will add up the points from the three individual tests (per team) and the points from the team test to determine the team champion in the mathematics division.  Please bring calculators.  Any questions regarding the Mathematics event can be directed to Mr. Ryan Wiechmann at (715-359-3400).
Spelling – All students will take a computerized multiple choice test.  Fifth and sixth graders will take tests designed for fifth and sixth graders and seventh and eighth graders will take tests designed for seventh and eighth graders.  Then, the top ten fifth and sixth graders will compete in an oral final in the study center for the individual championship.  The top ten seventh and eighth graders will compete in an oral final in the gymnasium for the seventh and eighth grade individual championship.  Individual champions receive a $100 scholarship to Northland. Judges will rank every student who participates in this test and determine the overall team winner based on those rankings.  Any questions regarding the Spelling event can be directed to Mr. Nate Lauber at (715-359-3400).
Geography – All students will take a computerized fill in the blank test.  The top five fifth and sixth grade teams will compete in the study center to determine the team winner.  The top five seventh and eighth grade teams will compete in the gym to determine the team winner.  In the team event, the judge will ask the same question to all teams.  The teams will have thirty seconds to write down their answer.  The judge then gives one point to each team that has the correct answer.  The team with the most points at the end of the time period is the winner.  If there is a tie at the end of the time period, the teams that are tied will have a playoff until one winner is determined.  The individual champion at each level will receive a $100 scholarship.  Any questions regarding the Geography event can be directed to Mr. Jeff Kneser at (715-359-3400).
Music – Participants can choose between performing a piano piece or a vocal selection.  Then, they must fill out the appropriate form (All forms are found at www.nlhs.org).  All participants in vocals should include the name of their accompanist.  Please return one judging form for each piano participant and one for each vocal participant.  There are three levels of difficulty for the performers.  The beginner level is for anyone who wishes to play a piece of music not on the WSMA lists.  Intermediate is for those who can play class C music as rated by WSMA.  The advanced level is for anyone ready to play class B or class A music.  WSMA stands for Wisconsin State Music Association.  The website containing these pieces is www.wsmamusic.com.  A champion vocalist and a champion pianist will be chosen, each receiving a $100 scholarship to Northland. Any piano or vocal questions can be directed to Mr. Scott Anthony (715-359-3400).
Bible Bowl – This event will be in the study center.  Each team will sit together at a table.  The judge will ask a question and the team that hits the buzzer first gets to answer the question.  If that team answers correctly that team gets one point.  If the team answers incorrectly, the next team to buzz in gets to answer the question for one point.  The questions will come from twelve categories: Old Testament; History; Geography; Prophets and Prophecy; Names; Letters, Numbers and Sequences; New Testament; Wisdom; Animals; Who Said It?; What is the Reference?; and Crime and Punishment.  PLEASE TELL STUDENTS TO BRING A BIBLE FOR THIS EVENT.  Any other Bible reference books, including an Atlas and Concordance, would also be very helpful.  Specific rules are found at www.nlhs.org/biblebowlrules.pdf.  Team winners will split a $100 scholarship to Northland.  Any questions regarding the Bible Bowl can be directed to Mr. Rick Grundman at (715-359-3400).
Science – Students participating in this event will be presented with various problems solving stations.  Team winners will split a $100 scholarship to Northland. Please bring calculators.  Any questions regarding the Science event can be directed to Mr. Dan Fenske at (715-359-3400).
Art – Specific art instructions and tags for the art projects are found at www.nlhs.org.  The individual who created the “Best of Show” will receive a $100 scholarship.  Any questions regarding Art can be directed to Mr. Jeff Kneser at (715-359-3400).  All art projects need to be at Northland by 4:00 on or before Thursday, March 25.
Remember that each individual can compete in the Bible bowl, submit an art project, and compete in three active events.  Encourage strategic set up of teams!

There are just a few other important details:

· Each team must fill out a form detailing in which events each person is participating.  The forms are found at www.nlhs.org.   
· Finally, we ask that you also send $2 for each student and parent that will be eating lunch in order to help defray the costs of the meal.  All teachers will eat free.  The lunch form can be downloaded from our website at www.nlhs.org.   
· Please return all necessary sheets to Northland (c/o Ryan Wiechmann) no later than March 19.  
I apologize for the extent of the paperwork, but all of that information is very helpful to us as we organize the day so all activities are run as smoothly as possible.  

Here is a recap of all the forms we need by March 19:

· One Lunch form per school
· One Team Form per team detailing events

 
· One piano form for each participant


 
· One vocal form for each participant


 
Finally, remember to submit all art projects with on or before Thursday, March 25.

Thank you very much for your cooperation and participation in what we pray will be the greatest Academic Challenge ever!  Please feel free to call Ryan Wiechmann (241-6871 or 359-3400) if you have any questions.  May God shower His richest blessings on you and the ministry you carry out in His name.
Thank you.

In His Service,
Ryan Wiechmann
rwiechma@nlhs.org
